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D e a r  R o b i n t

Th; 'nk ] 'ou for you.r Letter -  gl ; ic i  to know ]rou are wql l

a n d  s t i l l  f u n c t i o n i n g .

tr  i . ; ,ns r , ' is i ted by lJ,avicl  i {hi f fen (  t re was introciuced to me

by Sawe Turner )  in  rny  rooru  a t  Imper ia l  Co l le {ger  anc l  had my r r rm tw is ted

to fol low l tex Richards as chairr :ran of t i re F' I I ' i i t t rG. This must have been

i r r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 . 9 ( ) 5 r  b e c a u s e  I  1 e f t  I m p e r i a ] -  t h a t  s u f f m e r  i o r

t h e  c h a i r  a t  S u r r e y  { t / g / € : 5 ) ,  a n d  i t  r n i g h t  e v e n  h a v e  b e e n  e a r J . i e r

v rhen the  I I IF I I { }G was f i rs t  p roper ly  cons t i tu ted  w i th  Rex R ichards  as

cha i rmanrar ld  Uav id  F{h j - f fen  was I  be ] - ieve  bo therec i  about  i ! *exrs

s u c c e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  h e  l l n e w  h e ; s o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  f o l ] . o w  o n .  D a v e

Turner rni-aht hi ive done s'o but aEi- i in he - , ' ias beginning to be much

m o r e  s t r o n E q l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p h o t o - e l e c t r o n  s 5 r e c t r o s c o p y  a n d  s a w  h i r n s e l f

leavi-ng l i lUR. I  have a ci iary entry f  or an NltRDG. meeting on 15 Dec.

7 9 6 6  b u t  i t  c l o e s n r t  s a y  r . r h e r e !  I f  m y  m e m o r y  i s  c o r r e c t r  I  t h i n k  t h i s

was a rrreet ing at Tedcl ington ( i , {pl . l l  at  the end of which Rex announced

tha t  I  r t r ; -s  to  f  o l l -ow h im a-s  c i ra i rm- : in  f  o r  the  nex t  th ree  years .

Cer ta in ly r  the  f i rs t  meet ing  rvh ich  I  cha i red  r t 'e r .s  he ld  a t  Swansea

on 22  F la rch  1967.  T i ren  a t  Roya l  l {o l lowayrChr is tmas,  t967 (accord ing

to  an  en t ry  u r rc le r  Chemis t r l r  in  the  Sur rey  Vts  Repor t  fo r  tha t  g€u iFy

but  cur ious ly  I  canr t  f ind  my own persona l  < i ia ry  en t ry r  t i :ough I  d ,o

reco l lec t  the  meet ing  in  the  ?heat re  a . t  R l l .  There  is  i ro r t .ever  a

cryp t ic  no te  o f  2B September  1967,?rN l ' i l i f rG ? ] t  y rk r ich  cor . r ld .  me i in  tha t  tha t

was the  da te  o r  tha t  i t  r ' ras  a  5 ; rov is icna l  o r r€1  no l ,  heJ .d  th .a t  day ,

C e r ' c a i n l y  t h e  n e x t  m e e t j - n g  w a s  a t  t h e  U .  o f  S t r a t h c l y d e ,  E a s t e r  1 9 6 8

a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  a t  & R E J i  l d a l t h a m  A b b e y r  D e c e r * b e r  1 9 6 E  ( I  r e c o . L l e c t  t h a t

rneet ing  par t i cuJ-ar ly  becat : .se  1  ? rc1s  arsked by  t i re  au thorJ . t ies  to

ai?rrounce a.L the beg; ir tni-ng of the r iaeet ireg I  that smoking was str ict ly

s : roh ib i - ted  ou ts ider  bu t  - r ro t  ins ide  the  i ; ' u i ld - ings '  tqe  grounds

seemed to  be  fu l l  o f  te t t re red  roc l ie ts  a : rd  every  nor t  anc l  t? ren  t i re3r

l e t  o r L e  o f f .  ? h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  m e e t i n g  a t  L l  o f  E r i s t o l  i n  A p r i l  1 9 6 9

af te r  wh ich  I  made the  r r * i s take  I  o f  o f f  e r ing  J im Feeney anc l  f r iends

a l i f t  back  to  the  s te r t ion  onJ-y  to  be  heJ-d .  u ; :  in  a  t ra f f i c  jam so

l o n g  t i : a t  t h e y  n : i s s e d  t h e i r  t r a i n .  F i n a l - l y  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l -

Sympos ium a t  ts i rm i r rg l :an1 L5-7& Ju ly , ,  79€,9 .  I  have - t , i re  A i :s t rac ts

a n c i  a  l i s t  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s l  a n d  a  r r o t e  t h a t  a t  t h e  e n d , I  f o r r n a l l y

handed over  to  Les  Sutc l - i f fe .  $u- : ' ing  rny  t ime,  i l l r i c  FSooney ac ted  as



Secretary and Ernie Cumrnins as Treasurer,  tsoth cont inued for

qu i te  a  wh iLerbut  L  h ,ave  no  de ta i l s l  though l  wou ld  expec t

f  oJ-J-or- ing chairmen to be able to he1p.

I  a. Iso have records of tbe Interrrat ional Symposieirat St Andrerss

6 l t  July 79751 chaired by Sd i land.a]. ] -  who hanaed over to Jim

Feeney.  T l .a t  wa is  the  Th i rd  such meet ing .  T t re  Seeond In te rna t j .ona1

Meeting was at U. otr .  Suryey, J - .  7 JrrJ-y 7972 and was chaired- by

Les  Sutc l i f fe r  who } .anded over  then to  Ed Randa l l .  The Four th

Internat iona3. Fleet ing was at U  o f  Y o r k l  J u l y ,  L 9 7 8  b u t  I  e x p e c t

f rom your  le t te r  tha t  you  have a l - I  the  de ta i l s  then and subsequent ly

To t } .e  very  bes t  o f  my reco l lec t ion l  Er ic  l ' l ooney  never  was

chairman and did not want to be r knew him rather wel l  for

so|ne t i .me. Thrrs he examined Fam Lewisrs Pl id thesis for me in the

Autumn of 1968. rdhen lee lef t  Birmingtramr he was l iv ing at

k 'alnut House, Cornerways1 Speen, AyJ-esbury.

r,
r  t rope the  abowe may be  o f  some he lp  to f  ao t in .  r f  you  w ished

to  bor row any  o f  the  re fe rence rna ter ia l  r  quote ,  p lease 1e t  me

lclow.

Wi th  very  bes t  w is t res  fo r  7995 t

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y 1

John

P, .S .  Dave Turner  FRS has

O x f o r d .  H i s  a d d r e s s

Oxford .

recentJ -y  re t i red  f rom a  Cha i r  a t

i s  t4  Jack  St rawrs  Land l  l {ead. ing ton l

v i d g e .


